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Dear Malcolm
Swimming Pool 
I have today received a copy of the Swimming Pool Report to be discussed at the Council’s Environment and Community Committee on 4th December. 

I fully appreciate that health and safety is a serious matter and the Council must take appropriate precautions in this area with regard to all its premises. 

However, the report and the accounts I have received of discussions that took place at a press briefing this morning, do raise serious questions about the approach of the Council in this matter. I have outlined my concerns below and would be grateful to receive a detailed response to them as a matter of urgency: 

1. The estimated cost of the works required - £728,125 - is an enormous sum of money and raises questions about how works on this scale are now urgently needed and yet do not seem to have been identified and responded to following previous health and safety checks. In turn this raises a related and very serious question about whether in fact the pool is in such a poor condition that users of it have been at serious risk for some time.  Could you therefore clarify how many times the pool has been the subject of health and safety checks in the last five years, what the results of those checks have been, and what works, if any, have been undertaken in response to the results. 

2. It is my understanding that the checks and subsequent report that highlighted the concerns about the building were done by a company called Pellings who did the original building analysis some years ago. Could you confirm for me what kind of company they are and specifically what their level of expertise is in relation to health and safety? 

3. Would you confirm what discussions or meetings have taken place with the Health and Safety Executive regarding the state of the pool and the works required in light of recent developments? Has their expert advice been sought prior to drawing up the Environment and Community Committee Report? Have the Council and the consultants met together with the Health and Safety Executive to discuss the findings? 
4. In light of the limited two year lifespan required, has the advice of the Equality and Human Rights Commission been sought in respect of the problems in relation to Disability Discrimination Act compliance and the costs arising from this? 

I remain of the view – as expressed to you and the Joint Leaders on a number of occasions - that it is unacceptable that Harlow should not have a public swimming pool for the next two years. 
It has long been clear that the swimming pool building is a problem and has a limited shelf life – indeed that is why I fought so strongly to get the funding for the new combined wet and dry Gateway sports facility. The Council has been aware for many years that the pool has structural problems and a limited life span and the goal has always been to ensure that it was maintained sufficiently until such time as the new sports centre opened. I remain mystified as to how, in light of this background knowledge, the events of the last few months and the abrupt closure of the pool can have come about and the scale of work now required can be so enormous and costly. 
Given the scale of the funding apparently required I appreciate that the Council may now have no other option than to close the pool. However, I do think that there are serious questions to be answered by the Council about the management of the pool building in the last couple of years. 

As you know I have, via my office, requested a further meeting with you and Cllr Durcan as soon as possible and in advance of the Environment and Community Committee meeting to discuss this report and its implications. 

In the meantime, I look forward to receiving your response to the above concerns, in a format that I can pass onto my constituents. 

Yours sincerely, 
Bill Rammell MP. 
cc Cllr Tony Durcan 

